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Expounding on a [.egacy

In Glen Cove, New York, a Fresh Look for a Third Generation of Scalamandré
Interior Design by Jeff Lincoln/ Text by Wendy Meoonan/Photography by john M. Hall

LOT COULD HAVE GONE WRONG

after Mark Bitter, co-president of

Sealamandreé, asked an old friend,
the Manhattan designer Jeff Lincoln, to
decorate his house on the north shore of
LUI‘Ig Iskand.

The two men—both successtul and in
closely related professions—have a loc in
common. In fact, they grew up together
on Long Island’s affluent Gold Coast, As
adults, both became third-generaton sci-
ons of family businesses.

In 1929 Mark's grandfather Franco
Scalamandre, an immigrant from lIaly,
founded the Sealamandré firm in New
York. Today it 15 renowned for its fine,
historically inspired silks, wools, linens and
cottons, wallecoverings and elaborate trims.
For mare than 75 years the company has
supplied luxurious work o interior design-
ers and important public institutions such
as the White House, Mount Vernon and
Colonial Williamsburg,

Jeff Lincoln grandmother established
her own interior design husiness in the
1940<, with offices on Long Island and
Park Avenue. Her son Frank ook over
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Designer Jett Lincoln fashioned an inviting, elassic inverior for Mark Bitter, co-presi-
dent of Scalamanded, and his wife, Wiggie, Scalamandré fabrics were used throughout,
Aot Lerr: The front entrance of the Federal-sivle house, in Glen Cove, New York,
Anowve: A Gustavian clock and antigue fisy-miarfee columns enhance the living room.
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“The eclectic use
of fabrics obviates
the overly ‘done’
effect. I wanted
it to be both formal
and informal.”

“A house is soulless if it's too
perfect,” Lincoln says. Lerr: Else-
where in the living room, he har-
maonized an areay of fabric pattemne
and rextures, A gilvwood mirror
adds luster. Sisal carper, Stark.

Brrow: Lincoln used red damask o
the dining room walls “like paper
hi: says, “so you dan't get the overls
lush, grandmorherly look” The viv

wiallcovering and draperies play off
the traditional mahogany furmitor

comtineeed frome page 76

the firm in the 1950s and did so well he
opened a second office in Vero Beach,
Florida. In the 1980s he moved the busi-
ness, Frank J. Lincoln Interiors, to Vero
Beach permanently. Fifteen years ago he
decided to close his New York office, and
Jeff Lincoln suddenly found himself inter-
ested. “T had never wanted to do interior
design.” he says. “I had graduated from
Columbia Journalism School and was
working at The Wall Streer Jowrnal, but 1
felt a certain pride and wanted to keep the
family business going.” In 1996 he founded
Jeff Lincoln Interiors,

Three years ago Mark Bitter and his
wife, Wiggie (a nickname for Willa), wha is
Scalamandré’s director of marketing,
called Jeff Lincoln after buying a Federal-
style house in Meadowspring, an exclusive
enclave of estates in Glen Cove. The house,
built in the 1900s, was charming in an old-
fashioned way. Today the 6.500-square-
foor residence might be considered a bi
cozy: It has a small entrance hall leading
to the long, narrow living room, a narrow
dining room, the kitchen and, behind it,
a small family room. The Bitters appre-
ciate it becavse they like being close
their three girls, all under the age of 16.
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“1 wanted the interior to look classic,
comfortable and youthful,” the designer
explains. Lineoln also intended ro use a
wide range of Scalamandre fabrics in an
edited, derailed way. “Aftrer all, the chient
is the owner of one of the finest fabric
houses,” he says.

In the dining room, Lincoln emploved a
red-and-yellow palette and an abundance
of patterns to enliven the long, dark room.
“The decarating here is 70 percent fab-
rics,” he says. He began by installing drap-
eries in a cheerful ye“:m’. red and white
plaid. The walls, which he upholstered in
a soft red damask, serve as a backdrop for
the Bitters collection of mahogany furni-

ture and blue-and-white poreelain. () eff

has the ability to take what's there and
make it better,” Wiggie Bitter remarks.)
Tir soften the look, Lincoln ordered a cus-
tom-braided rug “to bring the formality
down a notch,” Lincoln says.

The sunny living room takes its cue
from the gilding on the elegant 18th-cen-
tury Swedish wall clock: The four anaque
j:fﬂ,\.’—?ﬂd’?fﬂ?‘ L'ﬂ]u['l'll'l'ﬁ on [hﬂ‘ "'I:'.'ﬂtl:l, th'ﬁ

Anewr: The master bedroom, With its silk-covered walls and floral canopy, head-
board and bed skirt, Lineoln crafred a *plush, upbolstered environment with a shoe
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Anove: “Thoroughly country.” is how Lincoln describes the décor in the family
room, where he established the ambicnce using a pheasant-print linen-and-cotton
fabric for the sofa and draperies and a pillow. The wing chair check, ottoman stripe,
plaid rug and pine breakiront underscore the room’s relaxed, rustic atmosphere.

EIr 8L

large mirror and the wrought-iror
all have gilt rim. *I like taking n
and traditional and mixing them,” 1
savs. “But you have to be careful; ye
mix just anything.”

The turnishings include a leapars
ottoimnan, a striped slipper chair, w

S o - dure-print settees and two lush table
The rug 1s sisal, “for texture and inf
iy, Lincoln says. "After all, you are
of Neoclassical formaling” he remarks. Tes pow Wiggic Bitters fvoriie room. country.” He chose simple _“'-""i”“
Apove Ricirr: Using pattern on patterm, Lincoln ereated depth in the guest room. costtineeed on
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“Nou don’t need pyrotechnics to impress people,” explains Lincoln (vop left, stand-
ing, with Wiggic and Mark Bitter). Toe Ricar: The rear terrace is brightened by a
golden paletre. “Being southern, [ love vellosw and sunlight,” savs Wiggie Bitrer, who
grew up in South Carolina. Anove: The sunroom. On the tables Ranking the wile

de Jouy—covered sofi rest a pair of antique Staffordshire poodles. The windows offer
aview of the backyard and playhouse, which is modeled afrer the main house,
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ments “ro |1|:Ip elevate the iuu'—c::iiiugn
-:p:'lc't.:,'" he says, .Idtfing: *The eclectic use
of fabirics obviates the overly ‘done” effect
I wanted it to be both formal and informal
with light Neoclassical references.”

I'he more casual sunroom is a rior o
green-and-white pattern, The walls anc
:‘i”llﬂ are L'T“'Cr{.‘ll il'l a t(!i]{: dL‘ ‘]Ull}'l l'|'|.1.
draperies and club chairs are in a check
“Teks a fresh scheme w evoke the outdoors,
I'IC ‘.’\'-{I._\'S. H{JIT‘II..":'I(}“'. I'.Il'l[hi['lg (.'1:]5']‘.:.'1'.

The master bedroom is a tour de foree
Before Lincoln was hired, the Biters hac
had the walls uphn[.ﬁturcd in striped silk
“Tt was a disaster, like a |::h|t||.'-i cell” \.-’L‘ig-
gie Bitter recalls. “We were so unhappy
But Jeff scems to come up with a solution
b c\'ur_\' I'.l‘ri' lE TI cim ..?

Lincaln decided to hang on the wall:
long rectangular panels of diamond-quile
ed celadon silk taffera, each trimmed wack
a Greek-key tape. “They give architectury
to the room,” he says. He then used a ¢las
sic chintz for the headboard, CANGPY AN
bed skirt and added glamour with twe
mirrored bedside ables, Now the room
“"iggiu.- Bitter's favorite. * There’s a certair
gm"imrm to the derails,” she says. “A loto
designers just don't have it.”

Both Bitters are thrilled with Lincoln®
wurk '.'II'IL{ 'SPI;'L"I.I: Iht' 'Ilﬂl.rl_‘{_'r WIS :!” {t”‘l'll:
in eight months. “The house has a vouth:
ful spirit,” says Wiggie Bitter. “Jeff addec
elements that cut out the stuffiness.”

In Fact, Mark Bitter has asked Lincoln
style Sailamandrés showrooms and creat
a new line of upholstered furniture. Ol
friends have found a new synergy. O



